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Abstract

This study examines how Moroccan Genz 212 negotiates freedom
identity and citizenship at the intersection of global normative frameworks
and local religious and social constraints amid economic precarity and
declining institutional trust. Drawing on digital ethnography conducted on
Discord an online survey and topic modeling of digital texts, | analyze how
youth reinterpret core normative commitments under conditions of
structural limitation. | argue that Moroccan Gen Z articulates a form of
selective liberalism primarily expressed in social and economic domains
and more pronounced among women highly educated youth and residents
of major cities. While support for gender equality in the labor market
reaches approximately 55%, acceptance remains limited on culturally
contentious issues. At the same time youth sustain a strong religious
worldview marked by individualized interpretations allowing a negotiated
coexistence between religious boundaries and personal autonomy. This
negotiation unfolds alongside a crisis of institutional trust linked to serious
willingness of migration (82%). | further show that online self-censorship
practices such as pseudonym use and voice alteration signal a broader
moral economy of risk structuring expression. Preference patterns indicate
a prioritization of stability and fighting corruption (65.2%) over democratic
deepening (24.5%) or religious politicization (4%). Taken together these
findings point to a configuration of hybrid liberalism in which commitments
to freedom and equality coexist with enduring collective referents
highlighting the need for policies that address economic insecurity and
expand accessible spaces for youth expression and institutional engagement.

Keywords

Gen Z 212; Morocco; hybrid liberalism; individualized religiosity;
digital citizenship; welfare state; gender equality; emigration;
self-censorship; Discord.
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Executive Summary

This study examines the aspirations of Moroccan Generation Z (born
1997-2012) within complex social, cultural, and economic contexts where
global value frameworks intersect with local customs. It explores how young
Moroccans negotiate identity, freedom, and opportunities amid institutional
constraints and rapid sociocultural change. The study draws on six weeks of
digital ethnographic observation conducted on the Discord platform,
complemented by an online survey comprising 3,387 responses and a
thematic analysis of digital content shared on the platform. Only 3,057
responses were included in the analysis; the remaining responses were
excluded for failing to meet the research requirements. The main findings can
be summarized as follows:

Liberal orientations in the social and economic spheres: A majority of
respondents, particularly women, those with higher educational degrees, and
residents of big cities show strong support for gender equality in the job
market, endorse the rights of religious minorities, and uphold freedom of
expression, including forms of expression that may involve the critique of
religion or tradition.

Attachment to religion with divergent interpretive frameworks: Despite
Islam remaining the primary moral and ethical reference for most participants,
religious convictions are far from monolithic. While some respondents
perceive an inherent tension between religious norms and individual freedom,
many emphasize the possibility of reconciliation between the two. This
divergence points to a relative shift toward more individualized forms of
religiosity when compared to previous generations.

Institutional distrust and emigration plans: The findings reveal a mistrust
and a widespread crisis of confidence in public institutions and their capacity
to respond to the needs and expectations of youth. This erosion of trust is
linked to emigration aspirations, as many respondents see their future outside
the country, whether in the short or long term.

Self-censorship and constrained public expression: Many participants
report engaging in certain forms of digital self-censorship, motivated by fear of
social backlash and, in some cases, legal repercussions. Consequently, direct
opinions are more often articulated within private or semi-private circles (family
and close friends) or expressed online through anonymized or concealed
practices (pseudonyms, voice alteration), rather than in the public sphere.

Persistent economic constraints: High unemployment, limited economic
opportunities, corruption, and financial insecurity emerge as central structural
barriers impeding the realization of young people’s personal and professional
aspirations.
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Taken together, these findings highlight a generation characterized by
normative pluralism, strong yet evolving religious attachments, and a
pronounced sense of structural frustration, particularly in relation to
institutional responsiveness and economic inclusion.
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Abstract

This article examines the relationship between economic vulnerability
and violent extremism in Morocco, with particular attention to poverty and
unemployment as structural—yet indirect—factors shaping pathways toward
radicalization. It challenges reductionist interpretations that establish a direct
causal link between economic deprivation and terrorism, and instead proposes
an analytical framework that situates poverty and unemployment within a
broader constellation of social, psychological, and cultural dynamics.

The study adopts a descriptive—analytical approach, drawing on national
statistical data, academic literature, and empirical case studies related to major
terrorist incidents in Morocco, notably the 2003 and 2007 attacks and the
Shamaresh (Imlil) cell. Through this approach, the article highlights how
economic precariousness—especially unemployment and unstable labor
conditions—contributes to weakening social integration, increasing feelings of
exclusion, and amplifying vulnerability to extremist recruitment, without
constituting a direct or deterministic cause of violent behavior.

The findings demonstrate that unemployment operates as a structural
vulnerability factor that intensifies frustration, social marginalization, and
identity crises, particularly among vyouth living in marginalized urban
environments. When combined with weak institutional trust, limited
opportunities for social mobility, and fragile community cohesion, such
conditions create fertile ground for extremist narratives that promise meaning,
belonging, and symbolic empowerment.

The article concludes that economic vulnerability, when intersecting
with social exclusion and psychological fragility, contributes to the production
of environments conducive to violent radicalization. It therefore argues for
moving beyond narrowly securitized or economic approaches and adopting a
comprehensive preventive strategy that integrates social, economic,
psychological, and cultural dimensions. Strengthening social inclusion,
promoting sustainable employment, and reinforcing community resilience
emerge as key pillars for effectively countering violent extremism and enhancing
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Keywords: Economic vulnerability — Unemployment- Poverty — Terrorism
—Violent extremism — Structural factors — Social marginalization.
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